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At an Oct. 21 luncheon meeting with reporters and editors of the WASHINGTON POST, Sen. Albert
Gore (D-Tenn.), one of six Democratic presidential candidates, charged that all his competitors are
opposed to temporary nonmilitary aid to the Nicaraguan contras because the candidates "are scared
to death of being outflanked on the left." Gore asserted that the leftward tilt of the early Democratic
caucus process in Iowa has prompted all of his opponents for the nomination to oppose the nominal
funding despite the fact that it was endorsed by the House Democratic leadership and that Costa
Rican President Oscar Arias said the aid would not conflict with a peace plan for Nicaragua. He said,
"They are scared to death of a 10-second commercial." William Carrick, campaign manager for Rep.
Richard A. Gephardt (D-Mo.), countered that Gore's charges "are phony you know what his record
is," contending that Gore's voting record on defense issues is almost identical to Gephardt's. "Gore
only discovered the deficiencies in the process when the voters discovered the deficiences in his
candidacy," Carrick said. "It's easy for him to say his candidacy is DOA out in Iowa." The Gephardt
campaign released a list of 16 major defense and foreign policy votes that showed no difference
between the stands of Gephardt and Gore. Gore is, however, the only Democratic candidate to
support the $3.5 million in nonlethal aid to the contras approved last month by the House. (Basic
data from WASHINGTON POST, 10/22/87)
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